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5. Paste blacking, which is so extensively used now-
adays, is made by simply omitting the vinegar, sour beer,
and water employed in the manufacture of liquid blacking.

Cooley makes the following remarks upon the subject
of blacking in his Cyclopsedia: " To produce a first-rate
article of Hacking it is absolutely necessary that the
ingredients be of the best quality, and used in the proper
proportions; and that the order of their admixture and
the general manipulation be conducted, under ordinary
circumstances, in the manner described. The proportions
of the treacle and the oil (the most expensive of the
ingredients) should not be stinted, and indeed that of
the latter may be safely increased in quantity without
materially affecting the polish, and with manifest advan-
tage as far as the softness and durability of the leather to
which it is applied is concerned. The manipulations
required in the manufacture of both paste "blacking and
liquid Hacking are essentially the same; the difference
between the two articles, when the same materials are
ased, depending entirely on the quantity of liquid added
Thus, as noticed before, by diluting paste Hacking with
water, vinegar, or leer-bottoms, it may be converted into
liquid Hacking of a nearly similar quality; and, by using
less fluid matter, the ingredients of liquid blacking will
produce paste Hacking. One thing must, however, be
observed, and that is that the ivory-black used for liquid
Hacking should be reduced to a much finer powder than
for paste Hacking; as, if this is not attended to, it is apt to
settle at the bottom, and to be with difficulty again diffused
through the liquid. Persons who object to the use of
blacking containing oil of vitriol may employ formula 3.
The vitriol, however, greatly contributes to promote the